
 
 

June 2016 

Hello Elk Grove! 

Welcome to June!  In this month’s newsletter, we feature the Dog Days 

of Summer, the Regional Family Safety Day, safety tips for your summer 

vacations, and fireworks info (can you believe it’s that time already?), 

including our favorite fireworks booth. 

 

Dog Days of Summer 

Join us on Saturday, June 04, at the Elk Grove Regional Park for the Dog Days of 

Summer Festival.  The festival, hosted by the Elk Grove Animal Control, includes 

booths, demonstrations, food, and the Wag n Walk, a 1.4 mile walk for people 

and their four-legged buddies.  Registration is $15 and includes a shirt for you 

and a gift for Fido.  Register at www.elkgrovecity.org.  Registration is also 

available on site that morning starting at 8:30, the Walk n Wag is at 9:30, and the 

festival runs from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 

 



 

 

 

The Inaugural Regional Family Safety Day in Elk Grove Park on June 18! 

The Elk Grove Police Department and the Cosumnes Service District are 

proud to co-host the first of what we hope will be a yearly event – the 

Regional Family Safety Day.  The FSD is an event bringing together 

several public service agencies from the greater Sacramento area to 

introduce and reinforce safety in a fun and educational environment.  

The list of attendees is still being finalized, but so far includes the Elk 

Grove Police Department, the Cosumnes Service District Fire 

Department, the Sacramento Sheriff’s Department, the US Coast Guard, 

the Sacramento Police Department, SMUD, the California Highway 

patrol.  The day will be filled with exhibits and demonstrations, including 

K9, police motorcycles, a fire engine, a helicopter landing and take-off, a 

Coast Guard boat, child seat safety demonstrations, and many more.  

There will be food trucks there from SactoMoFo.  Family Safety Day will 

be at the pavilions in Elk Grove Park.  There is no cost to attend, and 

parking is free.  For more information, contact Crime Prevention Officers 

Andrew or Kris at CrimePrevention@ElkGrovePD.org. 

 

 

A Home Security Checklist for Vacations 

Summer is the season for bathing suits and beaches, but sunny weather also brings out burglars.  Since it’s such a 

popular vacation season, burglars are constantly sniffing around for empty homes; it’s harder to get caught when 

homeowners are miles away.  As you’re making your vacation to-do lists, add this home security checklist to your 

calendar to ensure you come back to your home just the way you left it.  

 

30 Days Out: 

� Put a Hold on Your Mail – register at www.usps.com within 30 days of your trip.  A mail hold can be for any 

period over 3 days.  Here’s a bonus tip – start the hold a day or two before you leave just to ensure it is in place 

and working.  

� Keep Your Lawn Tidy – If you’re going to be gone for an extended period, your overgrown lawn may also signal 

that no one is home.  Consider hiring a landscaper or neighbor to come by just to mow the grass and trim some 

of the shrubbery to maintain the illusion that someone is around to take care of the lawn. 

� Keep Your Driveway Warm – Another way to fake out potential burglars is to keep your driveway occupied.  Ask 

a neighbor to park their car in your driveway from time to time. 

� No Spare Keys Left Outside – You should never leave keys outside, no matter how cleverly you think they are 

hidden.  This is a huge vulnerability in your home security, since they can be found by anyone who pokes around 

long enough. Leave your keys with a trusted neighbor instead. 

 



 

 

15 Days Out: 

� Inform Your Bank – Especially if you plan on using your ATM or credit card on your vacation, you should inform 

your bank of the destinations you plan to be visiting.  This way, they won’t flag unusual spending activity in these 

various locations.  You also need to inform your home security company of the duration of your trip and who to 

contact in case of an emergency.  

� Inform Your Home Security Company – Inform your home security company of the duration of your trip and who 

to contact in case of an emergency.  

� Write Your phone Number on Your Luggage Tags – Never write your addresses on your luggage tag, as a criminal 

could use that information to know your house is vacant.  Instead, write your cell phone number.  If you feel 

strongly about having an address, use your work address. 

� Set up Free Vacation Checks with the EGPD – The EGPD VIPS (Volunteers in Police Service) will stop by your 

house each business day and make sure doors and windows are secure.  They will also pick up any newspapers, 

fliers, or packages left at your house and deliver them when you return.  And all of this is a free service.  Sign up 

at (916) 478-8000, download the application from www.elkgrovepd.org, or stop by the EGPD at 8400 Laguna 

Palms Way M-F from 8:00 to 5:00 PM to register in person.  You must register before you leave on your trip. 

 

7 Days Out: 

� Cancel Deliveries and Newspapers – A cluttered doorstep is a sign that no one is home.  If you have orders that 

haven’t come in yet, cancel them or ask a friend to pick them up for you.  If you have regular subscriptions that 

come to your door, like newspapers, cancel or put them on hold as well. 

� Appliance Timers – Put lamps, radios, and/or TVs on an appliance timer that will turn them on at set intervals 

throughout the day.  

� Limit Social Media Sharing – As exciting as your upcoming trip may be, avoid posting your vacation dates and 

locations.  Your posts might reach more people than you think, and you never know who is looking for empty 

houses. 

� Lock Away or Hide Valuables – If you have a home safe, put it to good use while you’re gone, hiding your 

valuables and sensitive information.  If you don’t have a safe, put your valuables out of sight or use a safety 

deposit box. 

  

As You Leave: 

� Shut off gas, water, and air conditioning to prevent leaks or fires. 

� Unplug electrical devices to save energy. 

� Lock and deadbolt all of your doors and windows. 

� Arm your home security system. 

� Enjoy your trip! 

 

  



 

 

Fireworks Season is Rapidly Approaching 

It is fireworks season, and even though we are not in quite the drought we were last year at this time, everything is 

still dry and could burn easily.  Be sure to be extra careful as we celebrate.  Here is some info on fireworks to keep in 

mind:   

The only legal fireworks are what the California Fire Marshal deems “Safe and Sane”.  All Safe 

and Sane fireworks have the Fire Marshal insignia on them, as seen here.  Also, any fireworks 

purchased from one of the many booths (Phantom and TnT fireworks) are Safe and Sane.  

These are the fireworks booths seen all over, generally run by a charity group.  Examples of 

illegal fireworks are ones that shoot into the air before exploding, and ones with overly large 

explosives (such as M80’s).  If you know of someone or a specific location which is preparing to 

set off or setting off illegal fireworks, please call 911. 

 

Fireworks stands may sell fireworks starting on June 28.  Fireworks may be legally set off until July 05.  It is hot and 

dry, so be sure you have a fire extinguisher or a bucket of water ready when you set off fireworks. 

 

Looking for a safe way to watch fireworks?  The City of Elk Grove is sponsoring a Salute to the Red, White, and Blue 

at Elk Grove Park on July 04.  I haven’t seen the specific details on the event yet for this year, but last year the 

fireworks show began at 9:30 pm.  Admission to the park was free, but parking was $10 per car.  Be warned that the 

park will be very crowded, and it will take you a long time to get out of the park afterwards.  There will be special 

traffic controls in place (all streets around the park are made one-way) and officers will be directing traffic, but it 

could still take over an hour to get away.   

 

Elk Grove Police Explorers Fireworks Booth – Bond Rd at Elk Grove Florin Rd. 

Ok, this is our shameless plug.  The Elk Grove Police Explorers, a group for area youth aged 15-20 who want to 

pursue a career in law enforcement, is a 501(c)3 non-profit agency.  These are hard-working and dedicated young 

adults, who will be the leaders of tomorrow.  They will be hosting a fireworks booth at Bond Road and Elk Grove 

Florin, in front of Wells Fargo and Starbucks.  This is by far the best place to buy your fireworks (ok, we might be just 

a little bit biased), so please consider supporting them.  Thank you! 

               

 

That’s all for this month.  Stay safe Elk Grove!That’s all for this month.  Stay safe Elk Grove!That’s all for this month.  Stay safe Elk Grove!That’s all for this month.  Stay safe Elk Grove! 


